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Celebration Behind, Challenge Ahead
Lord Jesus. It was humbling to be reminded of the
challenges and sacrifices that many CEF workers
From May 8-12 of this year I had the privilege of being around the world make on a daily basis.
a part of Child Evangelism Fellowship’s® International
Conference which takes place every three years. This Then I paused and thought about Canada. Our numbers
don’t reach the tens of thousands. We don’t see the
year we celebrated CEF®’s 80th anniversary!
vibrant growth that is happening around the world.
It was a remarkable event with over 1500 people
As I thought and prayed about why, it became clear to
in attendance representing 108 countries and 99
me that Canada has become one of the most difficult
languages. To worship with other believers from
countries to work in.
around the world was like a glimpse of heaven.
In developing countries we continue to see wide open
Represented there were 111 people from all over the
doors welcoming CEF to do clubs with children, even
world who had served with the ministry of CEF for
in their schools. The children come in droves to Good
over 40 years. Added together that’s a minimum of
4, 440 years of ministry to children! It was so inspiring News Clubs® and their lives are profoundly impacted
with the gospel. A club with 50 children would be
and encouraging to hear how God is working around
considered small! (Continued on page 2)
the world to reach boys and girls with the gospel.
Dear Friends,

When you serve in Ontario day in and day out it
can be easy to forget that we are a part of a larger
work that God is doing around the world. When
you support CEFOntario, you are supporting a
ministry that reached over 20 million children
world wide in 2016, with the goal of reaching 100
million children annually.
I heard reports of tens of thousands of children
from around the world coming to know the Lord
Jesus over the past year. I heard of thousands
of children in the Caribbean, Africa and even
“sensitive” countries coming to know the
CEFOntario group at International Conference in North Carolina

In “sensitive” countries the Christians there have no
doubt counted the cost of following Jesus and are
totally committed to Christ’s call on their lives. They
rely fully on God for His protection and the children
are excited to hear the gospel. There is a spiritual
hunger for the Word of God.

jobs which affects their ability and/or desire to serve
with us as summer missionaries or enter the ministry.

Even though America is becoming secularized, there
is still a strong Christian influence with tremendous
resources available to them and they are, by law,
allowed to hold Good News Clubs in schools.

We have a tremendous challenge ahead of us which
only continues to become more difficult, but we
will continue to remain true to God’s call of Child
Evangelism Fellowship: “To evangelize children with
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to establish
(disciple) them in the Word of God and the local
church for Christian living.”

We also have far fewer stay-at-home moms today than
ever before, which means less people are available to
minister to children in club programs.

Then we have Canada. As I look at the state of our
country it is evident that we have become secularized
even more than the United States and lack the Christian
influence and resources that they have. Yet the financial Will you continue to stand with me in prayer as we
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cost to do ministry remains high, and we have to
compete with the luxuries of North American life to get - Ivhan Rusli
the attention of the children.
It is extremely difficult to get into schools to hold Good
News Clubs and near impossible in the big cities, and
with so many competing programs out there, it is hard
Provincial Director
to get the children to come no matter what.
In addition, young people today experience increasing
pressure to achieve high grades and get well paying

CEFOntario Lifetime Achievement Awards

Edith Sparrow (Eastern Ontario)

Dwane Norton, Ethel Whitney, Ida Dupuis
(Northern Ontario)

Since 1943 thousands of staff and
volunteers with CEFOntario have been
reaching boys and girls with the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Recently we
were able to recognize a few of those
people who have been serving in the
ministry for at least 50 years with a
“CEFOntario Lifetime Achievement
Award”! It’s hard to believe that these
six people represent over 300 years
of ministry to children! We recognize
these six people are just a small
representation of the many people who
have served in the ministry over the
years. Next year we celebrate our 75th
anniversary, if you have some great
testimonies to share about how the Lord
has worked in your life through the
ministry of CEFOntario we’d love to
hear from you!

Ruth Taylor (Eastern Ontario)

Mary-Anne Parschauer
(Western Ontario)

Where They Can Feel Safe
We recently caught up with
Merlene Kowlessar our Prayer
Ministries Coordinator and Club
Coordinator for the Peel North
Region. She has been doing a
Good News Club in the Brampton
area since February of 2015.
What motivated you to start a
Good News Club?
I was motivated to start a club
because of the needs of children
these days. They need a place
to hangout. Some of them don’t
have parents who care about
them, or parents who are home.
Having a Good News Club was
a place they could come and feel
safe. They would learn discipline
and feel part of a family and
feel loved.
How did you start your Good
News Club?
I connected with a church that
was running a Vacation Bible
School and asked them if they
needed a Good News Club. I
met with the Outreach Ministry
Director and she was in favour of
having the club. So we started by
promoting the Good News Club
at the VBS and followed up by
calling the parents in September.
What have you enjoyed the most
about it?
I’ve enjoyed connecting with the
kids and building relationships
with them. I also enjoy teaching
them about God and that they are
loved and valued.

and to continue on. At times I
feel like quitting and club is not
fun, but I know they need to learn
about God. Hopefully it will help
them know and respect authority
through Him.
What fruit have you witnessed
doing GNC®?
Well, I invited the kids and
parents to a Christmas party at the
church and as a result one of the
families started to come to church
with their children! Following
that we had March Break Camp
and another family came out.
That family also started to come
to church. It’s so great to connect
with the families!
As a result of the VBS and
Good News Club two families
have started coming to church
regularly.
What would you say to someone
thinking of starting a GNC?
The partnership with churches
is the way to go! Get involved
with the VBS and take the
relationships built there to build a
Good News Club.
By partnering with the church we
also want to see the children go to
Sunday school and be mentored
by the church.
Anything else you want to say
about GNC?

There’s such a need to be with
the children. Not just teaching
them, but loving them. They
are our future; they are the next
What has been challenging?
generation. There is such a
I find many of the kids who come need to bring up godly leaders
where God can be the centre of
are not well disciplined and can
everything they do.
be very difficult to work with. It
pushes me more to be out there

Good News Club in Brampton

Revealing the
Ultimate Mystery
This summer our
Summer Missionaries
are going to be revealing
the ultimate ‘mystery’
to girls and boys
across the province
in VBSs, 5 Day and
Back Yard clubs. We are excited to see
what ‘Detective Lou King’ will do and
say in front of the children. He will
be our lead detective on the case of
the missing dentures, along with other
surprises along the way. The gospel
will be revealed through daily evidence
labs and case files. Each day an exciting
missionary story will keep the children
riveted and wanting to come back to
hear more. Please pray for the 45 young
people who will be attending our training
and the 20+ staff who will help them
become excellent in what they do.

Announcements
June 27

Advisors With Purpose Phone Seminar
On June 27th at 1:00pm CEFOntario is hosting an information phone seminar with Advisors
with Purpose. This is a great opportunity to discover if creating an Estate Plan is right for you.
To register e-mail: info@cefontario.org or call 1-877-788-8233. This is a free service we are
providing to supporters of our ministry

July 2 -14

Summer Missionary Training
Our Christian Youth In Action® start their two weeks of training followed by five weeks in the
field. Please keep them in prayer as it is an intense two weeks. Pray for memory, patience, energy
and a yearning to do God’s will. Pray for strength, guidance and clear teaching for the leaders.

July 16 August 17

Camp Good News and Summer Ministries

August 19

Welcome Home

There will be five weeks of children’s ministries this summer all around Ontario! Please
remember to pray for these ministries and that many children would come to know the Lord
and grow in their walk with Him. Also pray for strength and protection for our many staff and
volunteers who have committed their summer to serving God.

Celebrate the end of our summer ministry with our CYIA®. They will be sharing testimonies
and giving demonstrations from the summer ministry program. Join us at CEFOntario’s Apps
Ridge Camp and Training Centre 335 Robinson Road, Brantford, the program will run from
2:00 until 3:30pm.

Connect with us on Social Media
This year to help everyone follow what’s happening around Ontario and Canada we
will be using #CYIAOntario2017 and #CYIACanada2017 on social media. Check
these throughout the summer to see postings from CEFOntario and the CYIA. Visit
our “CEFOntario” Facebook Page.

Apps Ridge Mailing Address Reminder
Thank you to those who have begun using our new mailing address. The cut off time
quickly approaches so we kindly ask anyone with our old mailing address to please
start using: 335 Robinson Road, Brantford, ON N3R 0B8. What has changed is we
no longer use the RR#4 and the Postal Code is different.
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